
 

   DATES FOR 2017 

Term 2 

Tuesday 18 April- 

Friday 30 June  

Term 3 

Tuesday 18 July – 

Friday 22 September 

Term 4 

Monday 9 October –Thursday 21 

December 

School Council Meeting  

Monday 29 May 

THE PORT PHILLIP SPECIALIST SCHOOL  NEWSLETTER 

FROM SCHOOL TO HOME KEEPING YOU INFORMED 

May 2017  #2  

Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
Port Phillip Specialist School is supported by three key groups: 

School Council, Parent Social Committee (previously known as 

FOPPSS’s) and Port Phillip Specialist School Foundation.  

The School Council is responsible for governing the school under 

the requirements set out by the Department of Education and 

Training. The Council members consist of a majority of Parents and 

Community Co-opted members and DET school staff representa-

tives. All positions ,excluding the Principal ,are democratically elected.  

The Parent Social Committee at PPSS has recently been re-generated. This group organise 

social functions to increase positive networks between parents. They also raise funds 

through these social events. Most recently they organised the Family Fun Day, Mother’s 

Day Raffle and last year, the highly successful Trivia Night.  

The Port Phillip Specialist School Foundation is an independent Charitable Trust whom is 

chartered to support to Port Phillip Specialist School to reach its goals. The Board is made 

up of philanthropic community members and parents. The Principal of the PPSS sits on 

the board as an advisor regarding school projects. The Foundation predominantly raises 

funds through Grant applications.  

These three organisations interact with the school to help the school achieve its goals. All 

three groups have combined over the past 20 years to successfully renovate and  

develop this site into a high quality learning environment for our students.  

Our current goal is to renovate our small domestic kitchen. We require a larger, accessible 

hospitality training space in the form of a life like café. With thanks to Plus Architects we 

have plans drafted for our project  

Many thanks to those in our community who have made donations and supported fund 

raising activities and events.  

If you wish to make a donation please contact us or find us on Everyday Hero (via the 

PPSS website).   

Alison Druce 

Principal 

 

 

School Council Members 

Michael O’Connell – President 

 Kevin Dillon – Vice President 

 Vince Carpenter – Co-opted Com-

munity Member 

 Jakki McKenzie – Treasurer 

 Anthony Gallagher 

 Rev Hoon You 

 Sandy Scherer 

 Caroline Burke 

 Michelle Blannin – Co-opted Com-

munity Member 

 Patrick Halpin  –  DET 

 Jenny Northmore– DET 

 Alison Druce –  DET 

Parents Education Session 

Wednesday 31 May 

                               Cnr Nott and Pool St Port Melbourne Vic 3217           

                         Tel: 03 9646 0855  email: port.phillip.ss@edumail.vci.gov.au 

Group 13 have swimming lessons at MSAC every Tuesday. Gabe, Jeremy, Muhsin, Alana, Megan, Jasmine, Hannah, 
Amy and Ashley gain valuable swimming skills with MSAC swimming teachers Tiffany and Thomas. The students are 
accompanied by Wendy (Teacher) and Jo (ES). Life Skills experience through Community Access is gained not only in 
swimming, but purchasing a hot chocolate from the MSAC café where students engage in money exchange, and sit 
at a café with their friends.  

Wendy and  Jo 

SWIMMINGT AT MSAC 



GROUP 7 NEWS 

Welcome to Group 7! Group Seven have had a fantastic first half of the year. We are currently focusing on growing 

and changing, which we will highlight in our Class Act performance! Our favourite part of 

our growing and changing unit is practicing filming what we want to do when we grow up 

on the iPad and watching our sunflowers grow. We also enjoy going to the computer lab 

and typing about growing and changing. Literacy is a strong focus in the classroom, and 

the students are always excited about doing the ‘Ants in the Apple’ song, with actions, 

working on their letter sounds. We have silent reading daily in our classroom, and read 

levelled readers with the staff, or pre-readers where appropriate. Our movement has also been a major focus with weekly 

gross motor circuits in the gym and in the junior yard, bike riding, and dance sessions in class and with Kathy. Another one 

of our favourite activities is our weekly excursion to the grocery store where we get ingredients and make delicious food at 

the house. Rachel and Laura are very excited for the rest of the year with Group 7!  

Laura and Rachel  

GROUP 6 NEWS 

Introducing the boys of Group 8: Ashley, Callum, Corey, Donte, and John. Group 8 has kept busy this year with 

reading books, art, science, cooking, sensory activities, and doing the washing. Each morning the boys start the 

day at morning circle where they read a book that they helped create. They helped create all of our books by 

painting the background first, then cutting and pasting the words and pictures onto the background. After we 

read a book, the students get to demonstrate preferences by selecting their favourite fruit at morning snack 

choice.  Over the course of the year the students have participated in many scientific activities that allowed them 

to practice pouring, stirring, and mixing. We’ve made slime, playdough, “lava lamps”, and watched an “eruption”! 

We’ve experimented with painting, drawing, cutting, pasting, and began making the decorations for our very own 

class act. On Friday, we follow a 4 – step visual schedule to complete the washing of our bathing suits. We look 

forward to the remainder of the year!  

Tom and Mathew  



 

  

SSSSA Cross Country 

  

Last Friday PPSS competed at the Southern Special Schools Sports Association Cross Country Carnival at 
Grieves Reserve in East Bentleigh. Some students ran in a 3km timed event, and others participated in a 
1.8km Fun Run. Every student represented their school well. A special mention of Nathaniel Corrigan who 
won his 3km event and Hunter McKenzie who came second in his Fun Run. 

SPORT NEWS TOASTIE THURSDAY 

Group 13 make toasted sandwiches for the PPSS School Community every Thursday in the Transition  Kitchen. We 
call it "Toastie Thursday", once was known as 'Canteen'. With the assistance of staff; Wendy (Teacher), Amy (ES) and 
Libby (OT), students have made an average of 35 toasties each week. Students are immersed in the ordering pro-
cess, collation of money, cooking the toasties and deliveries to the correct rooms. It gets very busy and students 
work in groups wit an efficient system to ensure toasties are cooked and delivered in a timely manner. Well done to 
the students of Group 13; Jeremy, Muhsin, Ashley, Megan, Amy, Jasmine, Gabe, Hannah and Alana. 

TOASTED SANDWICH 

THURSDAY! 

Group 13 proudly present  

“Toasted Sandwich Thurs-

days” 

Toasties $2 each 

Choose from ham, cheese 

and tomato … 

On Wholemeal or Gluten-

Free bread 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjriqHEl9XTAhXGKJQKHQ5wAMAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.woolworths.com.au%2FShop%2FBrowse%2Feggs-dairy-fridge%2Fblock-cheese&psig=AFQjCNGpCb_Gh1hGm4GZZUhjJvy85X


Dear Parents and Community, 
 
What a wonderfully successful day the Family Fun Day was! Thank you so very much to the 
parents who worked for months behind the scene’s to plan the day and fundraising activi-
ties. This was a very big job and it was their hard work which ensured a successful commu-
nity event. Thank you also to the many families who donation money, cakes and their time 
to help on stalls.  

 
With the involvement of several neighbours and fellow Port Melbournian’s, thank you to our parents and PPSS Foun-
dation members for doing a great job of raising community awareness about PPSS. It was wonderful to have Mayor 
Bernadine Voss join us for our 20th celebration. Our presence on Facebook has helped enormously.  
PPSS and our students have benefited greatly from the involvement of community. It is with thanks to the community 
and families that we have high quality facilities such as the pool, living skills house, Visual & Performing Arts Centre, 
Transition Learning Centre and beautiful playgrounds and equipment.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated on Saturday. Funds will go to our next big project; the Hospitality Kitchen Up-
grade. The project will support our students for years to come in developing their independence, work skills and social 
skills in a realistic café setting.  

 

FAMILY FUN DAY 


